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his account of the "beginning of the most unfortunate acquaintance of his life. Poe was the editor of " Graham's " when he heard of Griswolcl/s intention to set in order the " American Parnassus;" but he was not widely known as a poet, — in fact, lie had practically abandoned poetry in late years. He was, llowever, fond of his early verses, and he was never known to omit any opportunity of advertising himself, It was natural, therefore, that shortly after the announcement of GriswolcVs venture lie should call on him for the purpose of securing admission among Apollo's candidates, and it is consistent with all that ia known of his habits that he should furnish1 in March, 1841, a selection from his own verses and material for a biography. When, a year later, tho unexpected meeting in Graham's office took place, the incident caused no rupture iix the friendly relations of the two men, In April Grifl-wold's long-expected volume had been issued) and Poe offered to review it for him. The transaction which then occurred shoxtld be given in Poo's words. September 12,1842, he wrote to has friend, Mr. F, "W. Thomas, as follows: —
" Graham has made me a good offer to return. Ha is not especially pleased with Griswolcl, nor ia any one else,
1 Poo to Griswold, March 20, 1841. Griswold, xxi. Tho genuineness of those loiters ns printed has liocn itoubted, but the author believes thilt they nro unquestionably Toe's compositions, ami. in nil probability cxixct copies of tho originals. Tho grounds ui this opinion iuvolve loo mtiny mimitim to be recounted.ess of old, fell back into the regions of Hesper, and took away all the most bare-faced plagiarism, or even through the simple immensity of ita assumptions — as-ersatility, originality, and pungency. It may be asl have more weight witha from To------(" Should my early life seem "), from
